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don't drop these orthodox ideas of a bygone age, you won't
get far. We shall very soon be instituting a new unit of
measurement."

I replied that in that case the substitution must take
place very soon; perhaps it had escaped his notice that the
Danzig gulden was not an auxiliary German payment
medium, like the municipal money tokens issued during
the inflation, but a currency quoted on the international
money market and bound to lose its value if the normal
cover was reduced.

"We are getting over these difficulties/' replied Keppler.
"And I strongly advise you not to express such views in
the Fuhrer's presence. You had better amend them as soon
as possible." My job, he continued, was to wait until
Germany was ready to make a fundamental change in
Danzig's destiny.

I protested once more, depicting the political and eco-
nomic risks which Danzig ran in pursuing so adventurous a
policy. But Keppler reiterated that my ideas were out of
date.

"You have no means of seeing what is going on, and what
is on the wayy as we have here in Berlin/3 he told me. Then
he hinted at developments on a larger scale than, he said,
I could possibly imagine. "We have resources which I
can't disclose to you, and we are in the midst of a process
so vast that it would be ridiculous to waste time on ques-
tions of the order of those you are raising."

My colleague Be. made a few observations, indicating
that he, too, considered our existing currency policy to be
out of date. But he explained why we had to keep to the
old rules in the special case of Danzig, Like many other
capable engineers, my friend had evolved his own currency
and economic theories, which he brought into relation
with higher mathematics, seeking to reduce economic
processes to mathematical formulae. Keppler became more
interested-

He replied that the financial system hitherto in use had
been deliberately evolved as a sort of esoteric science* It
was a system of artificial complications. Otherwise every-
one ^yould see at once that our financial transactions